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We define the notion of privileged local systems on a smooth complex quasi-
projective variety X. If X is an open in the projective line, rigid local systems are
privileged. In this case, Katz proved the p-curvature conjecture as a consequence
of his classification of rigid local systems which happen to all be of geometric
origin. We prove the p-curvature conjecture for privileged local systems. We have
no geometry at disposal. A key point in the proof is the identification of the Galois
action on the local system and the crystalline Frobenius on the crystals underlying
the connection stemming from the (complex) Riemann-Hilbert correspondence.
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